Common Suffixes 

	Suffix
	Meaning

	ale
	able to

	-age
	state of being

	-al
	of, pertaining to

	-an, -n, -ian
	of, pertaining to

	-ance, -ence
	state of being

	-ant, -ent
	one who

	-arty
	of, pertaining to

	-ate,-ite
	associated with

	-ful
	characterized by

	-ic, -ical
	of, pertaining to

	-ion, -tion
	act of, state

	-ation
	of being

	-ish
	like, in the nature of

	-ity, -ty
	condition, state, degree of

	-ive
	tendency

	-less
	without

	-ly
	like, in the nature of

	-ment
	state, act of

	-ness
	state or degree

	-ous
	like, full of


These common suffixes can help you to decode an unknown word and can be part of the tools you use when determining the context of a word.  Use this chart to help you as a reference.
SDG

